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Report Highlights: 
On October 14, 2008, the Standing Committee on the Food Chain & Animal Health 
(SCoFCAH) decided to increase the mandatory testing age for mad cow disease (BSE) in the 
EU-15 to 48 months.  Currently testing age is 30 months for healthy cattle at slaughter and 
24 months for all at risk cattle.  It is expected that this new measure can lead to a 25-35 
percent decrease in testing of cattle at slaughter depending on the Member State.  The 
decrease in testing of at risk cattle will be much lower.  
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

On October 14, 2008, the Standing Committee on the Food Chain & Animal Health 
(SCoFCAH) decided to increase the mandatory testing age for mad cow disease (BSE) in the 
EU-15 to 48 months.  Currently all healthy slaughtered cattle aged over 30 months and all 
cattle above 24 months deemed to be at risk of catching bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE) must be tested. 
 
Member States (MS) intending to apply for an increase in the testing age are required to 
meet 4 criteria: 

– They have properly implemented the Processed-Animal Proteins (POP) ban for at 
least 6 years. 

– They have systematically tested animals over 30 months. 
– They have a rigorous traceability system for cattle. 
– They have a downward trend in BSE cases.  

 
This measure follows the scientific  advice from the European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) that the minimum testing ages can be raised without any significant additional 
risk, as it is considered that “due to the age limit increase it is estimated that less than 
one positive case annually in the whole EU-15 could be missed”.  After a 1-month scrutiny 
by the European Parliament, the European Commission (EC) is expected to finally approve 
this proposal, which should then come into effect on January 1, 2009. 
 
This new proposal is expected to lead to a decrease in testing of healthy cattle at slaughter 
of between 25 and 35 percent depending on the slaughter age in different MS.  The decrease 
in testing of at risk cattle will be much lower.  In 2007, the EU-15 performed some 8.4 
million BSE tests1, of which about 7.1 million on healthy cattle at slaughter.  
 

 

 

Visit our website: our website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/provides a broad range of 
useful information on EU import rules, food laws, agriculture and trade policy.  It enables 
easy access to USEU reports, trade and other practical information.  

E-mail: AgUSEUBrussels@fas.usda.gov 

Related reports from USEU Brussels with info on EU policies: 
Report 
Number 

Title Date Released 

E48101 Update on the EU BSE situation in 2007 08/12/2008 

E48094 Livestock – Annual 08/22/2008 

E48074 European Council further relaxes BSE rules 07/08/2008 

E47110 
European Commission approves €187 million to fight animal 
diseases in 2008 

12/18/2007 

E47079 EU Midyear 2007 BSE update 09/07/2007 

These reports can be accessed through our website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/ or through the FAS 
website http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/attacherep/default.asp. 

 
 

                                        
1 Report on the monitoring and testing of ruminants for the presence of transmissible 
spongiform encephalopathy (TSE) in the EU in 2007. 


